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Ardvourlie Woodland Observatory  
 

The contract for the construction of the Ardvoulie Woodland Observatory was awarded to local company 
O’Mac Construction with work beginning on site in early August. The site for the observatory is a kilometre 
from the road and so transporting materials was a real challenge. Work progressed at a good rate and the 
building was completed in early November. The Observatory is now open and provides spectacular views 
across Loch Seaforth and Glen Vigidale. Its location along the woodland footpath means it is the perfect 
spot to stop for a break and watch the increasing number of birds in the maturing woodland and learn 
more about the surrounding environment. We feel that the Ardvourlie area has a lot to offer and we hope 
this project will encourage more people to visit and explore the area for themselves. We are very grateful 
to Outer Hebrides LEADER, CNES, Muaitheabhal Community Windfarm Trust, The John Muir Trust &      
Highlands and Islands Enterprise for their funding assistance without which, this project would not have 
been possible. Thanks are also due to the Ardvourlie crofters for their help and cooperation with this        
project.  
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Beach Landing at Hushinish 
 
A calm evening in June saw some very unusual activity on Hushinish beach, the arrival of a new                               
pre-fabricated water treatment works. This building forms part of the £4.5 million Scottish Water project to 
install a mains water supply between Govig & Hushinish. Ferguson Shipping's two landing craft delivered a 
crane and the pre-fabricated buildings onto the beach at Hushinish in near perfect weather conditions. The 
crane then lifted the two units up onto the road for conveyance to the construction site, near Govig. This 
spectacular delivery method was required as the pre-fab units were too large to pass under the arch at     
Amhuinnsuidhe Castle. 

This project which includes 3.7miles of new pipework, a water treatment plant and a storage tank will       
improve the reliability of the water supply from Govig – Hushinish. It will also put an end to tankers            
delivering water from Stornoway to top up the reservoirs every other day in high season. 

After years of lobbying and hours spent poring over croft maps with various Scottish Water consultants, the 
Trust can now see the results of its efforts. The North Harris Trust will continue to lobby for upgrades on the 
estate where future developments are restricted by a reliance upon local boreholes and streams. 
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Mountain Festival 2020 
 
The dates for the 2020 Isle of Harris Mountain 
Festival have been set as Wednesday 6th May 
to Saturday 9th May. A provisional programme 
consisting of  daily high and low level walks as 
well as additional activities provided by the  
Scaladale Centre is being arranged. We also 
hope to offer some evening events during the 
festival. Once finalised the details of the        
programme and information on how to         
purchase tickets will be available on the festival 
website www.iohmf.co.uk. If you have any     
suggestions as to what you would like to see at 
the festival please contact us.  

John Muir Trust Visits  
 

We enjoyed two visits from our friends from 
the John Muir Trust in the second half of this 
year, welcoming Sandy and his team of           
volunteers in July and in September. As always 
the hardy volunteers put in a massive effort in 
less than ideal weather conditions, carrying out 
beach cleans at Ceann an Ora and path repairs  
on the Postman's Path.  
In July, NHT and JMT signed a new                
Memorandum of Understanding covering    
2019-2023. This commitment will help both   
organisations achieve their aims & objectives 
and allow us to share experience in               
conservation management. 
 
We were pleased to welcome Richard Williams, 
JMT Land Operations Manager to our Board 
Meeting on 4th November. Richard had visited 
us in June to familiarise himself with the work 
of the Trust and it was very helpful for him to 
meet the Board and discuss a range of subjects 
including land management practice, funding 
and conservation work on the Estate. 

Guided Walks Programme 2020 
 
In 2019, the weekly ‘Eagle Walk’ and ‘Whale &      
Dolphin Walk’ remained by far the most popular 
walks across the summer. As we look forward to 
2020 we are considering a more regular structure to 
the walks programme with more weekly walks on 
offer. As Michael works on the walks programme in 
the coming months please do get in touch with any 
comments or suggestions via ranger@north-
harris.org  

Campervan Provision — Urgha 24/7 CDP 
 

With the rise in the number of people visiting Harris 
in campervans there have been calls for increased 
infrastructure in the area to help accommodate 
them. Although we provided facilities for       
campervans in Hushinish there were no such       
facilities in Tarbert and so we are very grateful to 
CNES for funding towards the installation of a 24 
hour accessible Chemical Disposal Point at our     
depot in Urgha.  

Sandy Maxwell, JMT  Work Party Leader and Gordon Cumming   
pictured with the newly signed Memorandum of Understanding—

June 2019 

Urgha Recycling Depot 
 

Now selling a selection of animal feed, fencing materials, cement and other 
crofting supplies!! 

 
The Community Recycling Centre is now operating on the Winter timetable as follows:  

Monday - Closed. Tues -Fri 10am - 4pm & Saturday 9am-12pm 
For further information about the Recycling Centre you can call Steven at the Depot on           

01859 502314 or e-mail urgha@north-harris.org  
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Gunnera  

 
With support from Scottish Natural Heritage (SNH) and 
the Harris Community Councils, we have been working 
hard again this year to tackle Gunnera in Harris. It has 
been encouraging to see individuals taking advantage of 
the backpack sprayer loan scheme we operate to treat 
the plant on their own properties. We continue to work 
with SNH and others across the island as we look at the 
possibility of a Western Isles-Wide project to eradicate 
this non-native invasive species.   

Lacasdail Lochs Community Path  
 

Michael has settled in well to Harris life and has been 
very busy in his first summer as NHT Ranger. Beginning 
as a project for volunteer days, work to create a circular 
path around the middle Lacasdail Loch has made great 
progress. This new section of path will join with the   
already established Urgha-Marig path to create an     
accessible, gentle, short circular route for people to    
enjoy. Thanks to Paths For All, The Western Isles         
Development Trust and Mr John Akkerman for their 
funding assistance towards this ongoing project. Thanks 
are also due to DJ Morrison, our Urgha Director for his 
help. 

Community Land  Scotland Outer Hebrides 
 

On Thursday 21st November the second 
meeting of the Community Land Scotland   
Outer Hebrides was hosted by NHT.            
Representatives from numerous community 
land trusts from across the Western Isles were 
present at the meeting. Rob MacKinnon, Chief 
Executive of the Outer Hebrides Tourism was 
the guest speaker during the afternoon        
session and the day was once again very     
engaging and informative. 

Call the Midwife Christmas Special 
  

Remember to keep an eye on the TV schedule 
around Christmas time for the Christmas    
Special of BBC Drama “Call the Midwife”, part 
of which was filmed in Harris earlier this year 
and will feature Eilean Glas Lighthouse. 

Michael  & Steven sharing a joke at Lacasdail August 2019 

Below is a map showing the route the new community 
footpath. 


