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Call the Midwife to Eilean Glas!!
There was much excitement in Harris in April with the cast and crew of the popular BBC Period Drama “Call
The Midwife” descending on locations across Lewis & Harris to film the 2019 Christmas Special Episode.
The show features many stars including Jenny Agutter, Miriam Margolyes and Judy Parfitt who were all
spotted out and about enjoying all Harris has to offer. One of the locations chosen for filming was Eilean
Glas and more specifically our bothy at Eilean Glas!! Other filming locations included St Clements Church in
Rodel and the Gearrannan Blackhouse Village on the West side of Lewis. The production team helped us
tidy around the bothy and also carried out a beach clean at Eilean Glas for which we are grateful.
So keep an eye out for some drama at Eilean Glas on your television this Winter….

Artist impression of the completed observatory building
Ardvourlie Woodland Observatory

Community Land Scotland Outer Hebrides
Scalpay Heritage Path
Thanks to funding from Paths for All, Scalpay
Community Council and a kind donation from one of our
NHT Friends, new marker posts have been installed on
the Scalpay Heritage path from Bayhead to the Outend.
This now means that there are 3 different signposted
routes to choose from. We are working on
interpretation panels to be placed on the routes to help
people enjoy the natural and cultural heritage that they
will encounter along the way.

On Tuesday 30th April a meeting of the
Community Land Scotland members in the
Western Isles was held, hosted on this
occasion by the Pairc Trust in Kershader. The
meeting was well attended and we enjoyed
some engaging discussion. The group has
agreed to investigate the potential of
becoming constituted in some way and HIE
have offered to help with this. The next
meeting is scheduled for November 2019 and
will be hosted by NHT.

Urgha Recycling Depot

Now selling a selection of animal feed, fencing materials, cement and other
crofting supplies!!
The Community Recycling Centre is now operating on the Summer timetable as follows:
Monday - Closed. Tues -Fri 10am - 5:30pm & Saturday 10am-4pm
For further information about the Recycling Centre you can call Steven at the Depot on
01859 502314 or e-mail urgha@north-harris.org

As mentioned in the last edition of Caraidean, planning permission has been granted to build an observatory
within the Ardvourlie woodland. We are pleased to announce that funding for the project has been secured
and construction is due to begin in July. This project originated from a community consultation meeting held
in Scaladale in late 2017. This highlighted the fantastic resource the community has in the 100ha broadleaf
plantation that was created as part of the Millenium Forest programme. The woodland is now one of the
finest examples of native woodland in the Outer Hebrides. The woodland has a well-surfaced circular path
with a large car park just off the main spinal route. The Woodland Observatory will sit at an elevated position
offering 270 degree views over Loch Seaforth and up Glen Vigidale. Sitting on the existing circular path, it will
be a signed destination for visitors, allowing them to rest and shelter half way round the route, watch the
increasing number of birds in the maturing woodland and learn about the local environment.
For an area with such good access, located on the Hebridean Way,
it sees very little use. With the construction of a feature
destination we hope to attract more visitors to the area. Ardvourlie
Woodland has also been identified as the preferred location for
mountain bike trails. Earlier this year Pete Laing, a consultant
who worked on the trails in the Lews Castle grounds carried out
some work for us to design potential trails within the woodland. In
May 2019 a meeting was held in the Scaladale Centre for local
residents to meet with us and discuss the potential future
development within the area. There was strong support for the
idea of trails within the woodland and so we will now investigate Some of the trail ideas for Ardvourlie woodland
what funding options might be available.
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Staff & Directors
There have been significant changes in both the Board and Staff of the North Harris Trust in the first half
of 2019. In April, Daryll Brown, our Ranger since 2016 left to take up new employment on the Island. We
wish Daryll all the best for the future. Michael Hunter was appointed as the new Ranger at the end of April
and has settled well into the role. Michael is originally from Belfast with a background in ecology and
worked as a teacher in Mexico and studied Gaelic at Sabhal Mor Ostaig before coming to Harris. There
have been changes in the Board Room too, with both Kenny MacKay (Director for Rhenigidale-Marig) and
Cathy Bell Morrison (Director for Meavaig-Hushinish) retiring from their roles. Kenny has been involved
with NHT from the very early days before the buy out although he did not join the Board until 2006 and
Cathy Bell has served on the NHT Board since 2003. We would like to wholeheartedly thank both Kenny &
Cathy Bell for their hard work and commitment to the Trust over so many years. Following Directorship
elections, Kate Lewis has been appointed as the new Director for Meavaig-Hushinsh and Kirsty MacKay as
Director for Rhenigidale-Marig. We also had a vacant place on the Board for a Scalpay Director and that
has been filled by Mr Phil Butterfield. We would like to welcome, Michael, Kate, Kirsty and Phil to the
Trust and look forward to working with them.

www.north-harris.org
Harris Mountain Festival 1st-4th May 2019
This year’s festival enjoyed some good weather for the
first time in a number of years allowing all the events to
go ahead. Although the program was much reduced this
year, the events were enjoyed by those attending.
Thanks are due to the Scaladale Centre for their
assistance with the festival and we look forward to
working with them in the future. The initial aim of
Mountain Festival when it first took place in 2011 was to
extend and boost the tourist season in Harris but as this
has now been achieved we will be considering the
future of the festival in the coming months. If you have
any ideas for the Festival moving forward, please
contact us on info@north-harris.org

Weekly Volunteering Session with NHT
Ranger
We would like to invite everyone to come
along to regular volunteering sessions we
hope to start on Friday afternoons. The first
project we will be undertaking will be
improvement of the paths around Lacasdale
Lochs with the first session kicking off on
Friday 14th June at 2pm, meeting at
Lacasdale Lochs Car Park. We hope to see
you there!
For further information contact Michael on
ranger@north-harris.org

Guided Walks Programme 2019
Our 2019 Guided Walks Program started a little later this year
as we were in the process of recruiting a new Ranger with the
first walk taking place on 14th May. This year’s program
contains many of the North Harris favourites including:
Hushinish-Loch na Cleavaig, Cliasmol Beehive Dwellings and
An Cliseam. Throughout the season we will also have our
weekly wildlife walks taking place: The Whale & Dolphin walk
in Scalpay each Monday from 17th June-2nd Sept and the
Eagle Walk in Bogha Glas each Wednesday from 1st May-4th
Sept. In October we will also have our “Rutting and Roaring“
walks taking place and so there will be something for
everyone. The full program can be viewed on our website.
Michael smiling for the camera on his first day at NHT
(L-R Sron Scourst & Cliasmol from the skies, & a chilly walk along the Clisham Ridge during the mountain festival.)

Volunteers
We welcomed a hardy group of volunteers from the
John Muir Trust to Harris in May and it was great to
catch up with some familiar faces and to meet some
new volunteers. We are always amazed at the amount
these volunteers achieve during their time with us
and during this 4 day visit the volunteers helped us
plant 500 trees and carry out some path maintenance
at Ardvourlie. Beach cleans were carried out at
Cravadale, Traigh Mheilin, Hushinish and Beitearsaig
and there was even some time for work on the
Hushinish/Cravadale path. We would like to thank the
volunteers for all their hard work and look forward to
welcoming them back in July.

Helicopter Deer Count March 2019
Towards the end of February we carried out a helicopter deer count on the North Harris Estate. Foot
counts are carried out every 3 years with the most recent taking place in March 2018. A helicopter count is
the preferred method but is obviously much more costly. The majority of the cost for the two day
helicopter hire is matched by grants from SNH and the Agri-Environment Climate Scheme. The data
received provides an overview of the size and location of the deer herd on the Estate and allows us to set
suitable cull figures for the coming season.
Some NHT Staff & Directors got the opportunity go to up in the helicopter
and were treated to some spectacular views of the Estate.

JMT Volunteers hard at work planting in Ardvourlie

Please visit our Facebook page for regular
updates, news and events:
www.facebook.com/NorthHarrisTrust

To subscribe to Caraidean electronically,
please email info@north-harris.org and
we will include you on our mailing list.

