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Urgha Recycling Opening Hours 
 

The Community Recycling Centre is now operating 
on the winter timetable as follows:  

Monday - Closed. Tues -Fri 10am - 4pm &  
Saturday 9am-12pm 

For further information about the Recycling Centre 
you can call Steven at the Depot on 01859 502314 

or e-mail Urgha@north-harris.org  
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Kelp Harvesting Proposal  
 

In August, NHT were alerted to a scoping report submitted by 
Marine Biopolymers Ltd to the Scottish Govt. They are seeking 
a license to mechanically dredge kelp at various locations 
throughout the Minch, including areas off the Harris coast. This 
proposal has received wide spread criticism from many sectors 
including fishermen and conservationists. World famous      
naturalist Sir David Attenborough stated that it was “absolutely 
imperative” that action was taken to protect kelp in Scotland’s 
waters.  
Having consulted with the local community, North Harris Trust 
formally objected to this proposal. There is very real  concern 
that the proposed dredging will destroy entire kelp forests 
which are a vital ecosystem within our local marine                
environment providing protection, shelter and food to many 
species.  
 
We are pleased to report that on 21st November the proposal 
was rejected by the Scottish Govt.  

Hushinish –Govig Water Supply 
 
NHT has been working with Scottish Water for many years to facilitate a much needed upgrade to the     
water supply along the B887 to Huisinis. Despite a larger project to install a main along the entire length of 
the road being shelved in 2017, this winter Scottish Water will install a water pumping station at Govig 
which will supply mains water along the road to Huisinis. This will solve the problems currently experienced 
by many households in the area and will hopefully encourage further projects and new builds to go ahead. 

Volunteers 2018 
 
NHT would like to thank all those who have given their time to help us this year. Whether it be work      
parties from the John Muir Trust, student field trips from Glasgow University & George Watson College, 
community members who helped us with beach cleans, or the many individuals who help in the            

background year round. Thanks to you all!  

Caraidean 25 
December 2018 

The North Harris Trust, Tigh an Urrais, Tarbert, Isle of Harris HS3 3DB 
Tel: 01859 502 222 • www.north-harris.org • email: info@north-harris.org 

Scottish Charity No SC0 33413 • A Charitable Company Limited by Guarantee, No 235889 

Community Consultations 2018 
 
Back in November 2017, NHT staff and Directors hosted community consultation events at Tarbert, 
Huisinis, Scaladale and Scalpay. They were well supported and provided the Trust with helpful feedback 
and lots of ideas for future projects. One of the many suggestions was that these events should be          
repeated annually. So, this year staff prepared display material and NHT went on tour again! 
 
The displays illustrated how the NHT Board has considered the community’s suggestions and has             
prioritised projects for the future. The focus remains on housing, supporting the economy, maintenance, 
access improvements, visitor management, the ranger service, crofting support, woodland creation and 
other land management activities.     
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Of course we also used the opportunity to show off NHT’s achievements over the past 12 months–         
including the new housing at Creag Aonaich, the Scalpay Lighthouse Bothy, maintenance of paths and 
benches and the projects described in this newsletter.  Since the community purchased North Harris in 
2003, over £5.3million has been invested in community development by the Trust supporting nearly a  
hundred projects and activities. 
   
Our ‘2018 roadshow’, toured the same venues as in 2017 and once again the comments received will be 
fed back into the Board’s decision making processes. Having put significant effort into preparing the       
displays, NHT would like this information to be accessible to as many of our residents as possible. So, for 
those of you who could not make it to the meetings, we’ve published the display material as a pdf on our 
website at www.north-harris.org  
Engagement and involvement of our community is crucial to North Harris Trust. Please contact us, or call 
into the office, with any questions, feedback, or suggestions. 

http://www.north-harris.og
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Mountain Festival 2018 
 
The 2018 Mountain Festival took place between 13-18th    
August. The festival was moved into  August to try and catch 
the better weather and allow our young people to take part 
before the end of the school summer holidays. Unfortunately 
we were once again faced with wet and windy weather for 
most of the week which resulted in 11 of the 34 planned 
events being cancelled. Those events which were able to go 
ahead were well attended and we would like to thank the 
activity providers and all those who made the festival        
possible. The dates for next festival have just been              
announced.  The event will now take place from the 1st to 
4th May 2019.  Keep an eye on www.iohmf.co.uk for the 
soon to be released programme and  further  updates. 

Housing 
 

In October 2017, CNES met with Community Land Trusts and asked us to release land suitable for new 

affordable housing. NHT has identified over a dozen potential sites and these have been considered by 

CNES’ delivery partners, Hebridean Housing Partnership (HHP). We have not had much luck finding sites 

that fulfil HHP’s criteria, mainly because of the cost of building in Harris.  None-the-less HHP still intend 

to proceed with the 8 apartments on the old police station site, West Tarbert and they are carrying out 

feasibility work around Scott Road. So we look forward to seeing how these develop. 

The Scottish Government’s Rural Housing Fund supports communities that aspire to develop their own 

housing projects. NHT has received a grant from this fund for a feasibility study into an affordable   

housing project on an area of land suggested by the community in Ardvourlie. We hope this study will 

be complete early in the new year allowing us to share the findings and consider the options along with 

the local residents. 

Ardvourlie Woodland Observatory 
 

The 100hectare Ardvourlie Woodland was 
planted in 2002 by Ardvourlie Common       
Grazings. Significant  areas of the woodland 
are now well established and are easily        
accessible thanks to excellent parking         
facilities and a good circular path. NHT is now 
planning to build a woodland observatory at 
one of the pathways finest viewpoints (artist 
impression right). Planning permission has 
been secured and fundraising efforts are well 
underway. 
Ardvourlie is strategically very well placed,    
beside the main road and on the core footpath network.  At a time when we are struggling to cope with 
the number of visitors making their way out to Scalpay Lighthouse, Glen Miavag and Huisinis, it makes 
sense to divert some of this visitor pressure towards the underutilised Ardvourlie Woodlands.      

Coasteering during the 2018 Festival 
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To subscribe to Caraidean electronically, 
please email info@north-harris.org and 
we will include you on our mailing list. 

 

 
Please visit our Facebook page for regular  
updates, news and events: 
www.facebook.com/NorthHarrisTrust 

Mountain Bike Trails 
 
Positive feedback received during community     
consultations and an online survey have indicated 
that there is significant support for the                  
development of mountain bike trails in North      
Harris. Efforts are underway to secure funding for a 
trail designer to visit North Harris early in the new 
year.  The designer will be tasked with providing 
layouts and costings that will then be used to      
support funding applications for the actual          
construction work. 

Guided Walks 2019 
 

The 2018 guided walks season culminated at the 
end of October with our spectacular “Rutting & 
Roaring” walks. Our Ranger, Daryll, enjoyed the 
company of over 600 people on his walks this year.  
The weekly ‘Eagle Walk’ and ‘Whale & Dolphin 
Walk’ being particularly popular. As we look        
forward to next  year, please do get in touch with 
any comments or suggestions for the 2019 Walks      
Programme. 

Gunnera Eradication  
 

With support from Scottish Natural Heritage (SNH) and the Harris Community Councils, NHT has been 
working hard over the years to tackle the Invasive Non-Native Plant, Gunnera tinctoria- with some success.  
Unfortunately this year our annual spraying season, which runs from August to mid-October, was blighted 
by a particularly prolonged spell of damp windy conditions.  So, despite having the support of contractors 
who were constantly on stand-by, the season was practically a wash-out.  We’ll get them next year! 
  
 In addition to dealing with the practicalities of treating Gunnera in Harris, NHT is using its experience in this 
field to prepare a strategy for the control of Gunnera throughout the Western Isles.  SNH is paying for this 
work which will hopefully lead to an islands-wide eradication scheme.  

Eagle Spotting in Bowglas 

 
Community Land Scotland Outer Hebrides 

 
On Tuesday 20th November the latest meeting of the CLS Members in the Western Isles was held in Talla 
na Mara hosted by the West Harris Trust. Community groups/estates from the Butt to Barra were            
represented and as always the meeting proved very useful as a variety of issues which are common to us 
all were discussed. The next meeting is scheduled for spring time. 

Some of our young folk enjoying the 
Harris Hills 
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