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Urgha Recycling Opening 
Hours 

The Community Recycling 
Centre is now operating on 

the winter timetable as    
follows:  

Monday - Closed.             
Tues-Fri 10:00-16:00 
Saturday 09:00-12:00 

For further information 
about the Recycling Centre 
you can call Steven at the 
Depot on 01859 502314 

Huisinis Gateway 
 

September saw the opening of the new facilities at Huisinis. The old toilet block has 
now been replaced by a larger building that incorporates toilets, showers, interpreta-

tion area and dry-storage. Outside, we have more than doubled the parking space and 
installed larger bins, including those for recycling. There is also a much-needed 
Chemical Disposal Point with fresh water standpipe for the increasing number of 

campervans visiting each year. 
We opened the doors at the end of the season. This has allowed us to iron out many 

of the teething problems before we hit peak season once more. We have had to install 
signs telling people not to cook indoors. Someone set the fire alarm off one weekend 
whilst preparing breakfast inside. The outside door is now getting locked overnight as 
we had one foreign visitor set up camp in the main room with a breakfast table laid out 

and her artists materials spread around whilst she painted. Our biggest issue has 
been livestock management. The local sheep and highland cattle moved in to the new 
carpark and have been making repeated efforts to get in to the campsite. Work is still 

ongoing to resolve this one. 
Despite these issues, we have been receiving great feedback from visitors. Donations 
taken at the site are up on last year, with people commenting how grateful they were 
for the facility following the 12 mile roller-coaster drive from Tarbert. We have also  
taken calls from three other community groups in the West of Scotland asking for    

advice on how they can build something similar. 
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Mountain Festival 2017 

The 2017 Mountain festival was a lot of fun! Yes, there were events cancelled due to bad weather 
but the events that did go ahead were enjoyed by all. This year’s festival attracted just over 700 

people- the busiest year yet. There were people from six countries and many had travelled to Harris 
specifically for the festival. Highlights of the festival included Cameron Macneish’s talk in the         

Distillery, sea kayaking, the boat trips to the Shiants with Sea Harris and of course the closing night 
gig with Noesa and Tide Lines. The gig was a sell out and it was great to see a gathering of all ages 

enjoying the music. 
We have decided to move the date of next year’s festival to the 13th-18th August. By moving the 
festival to these dates we hope that local children and their families will be able to attend more of 
the events. We have already started putting together the programme and there will be some new 

really exciting events! 
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Above: Some of the fun and games enjoyed during festival week. 



Former Scalpay Care Unit 
 

In July, Neil Mackay & Co began work to refurbish the former Care Unit in Scalpay. Work has      
progressed well and the two semi-detached homes are on schedule to be completed in early 2018. 
The two and three bedroom homes will provide some much needed affordable housing in the area. 
Once the homes are completed, the tenancies will be widely advertised and applications welcomed. 
We would like to thank Scottish Land Fund, Rural Housing Fund and Outer Hebrides LEADER for 

their vital funding, assistance and support. 

Caraidean 23 - December 2017  
Staffing 

28th July 2017 marked the end of an era here at NHT with the retirement of our Manager Alistair 
MacLeod. Alistair was the first Trust employee when he was appointed back in 2003 and over the 

years he worked tirelessly for the growth and development of North Harris. We would like to take this 
opportunity to thank Alistair for his hard work and dedication over the years and wish him a long, 

happy and healthy retirement.  

Gordon Cumming who has been our Land Manager since 2014 was appointed as the new Manger 
in September. Gordon has previous managerial experience and has fitted in nicely to his new role. 

Scalpay School  
 

In October, a consultant was appointed to carry out a feasibility study on the Scalpay School    
complex which the Trust has been renting from CNES and subletting to a number of small     

businesses since 2014. The study will look at a number of options taking into account a variety of 
factors and consulting with all major stakeholders. The resulting report will be used to inform the 
Trust Directors ahead of a decision as to whether to take forward a project at the former school. 

The current lease of the school buildings runs to August 2018 and we will be in a position by then 
to make a final decision. Highlands and Islands Enterprise are contributing to the cost of this 

study and we remain grateful for their ongoing support.  

Above: Some pictures of the early works carried out in the  autumn 
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To subscribe to receive Caraidean     
electronically, please email info@north-
harris.org and we will include you on our 

mailing list. 

 
Please visit our Facebook page for regular  
updates, news and events: 
www.facebook.com/NorthHarrisTrust 

Community Consultations  
 

In November we held a series of community 
consultation meetings across the Estate. The 
meetings in Tarbert, Hushinish, Scaladale and 
Scalpay gave us the to opportunity to inform 
our communities as to what we have been 

working on recently and what has been 
achieved. Importantly it also allowed locals to 
steer us towards what we should be working 
on in the future. The meetings proved very 

useful with lots of good ideas and discussion 
to take onboard. The engagement of our    

community is very important to us at the Trust 
and we would encourage you all to contact us 

or call into the office with any questions,    
feedback or ideas you may have. 

Ranger Service News 
 

This year Harris has been very busy. Local businesses are reporting record numbers and we are 
no different. Our people counters show that well over 10,000 people visited the Eagle               

Observatory and around 7000 visited Eilean Glas lighthouse. 
The guided walks this year have been well attended especially the wildlife walks. Next year we 

hope to have more than just guided walks. We hope to have a number of events for kids such as 
rock pooling and bush crafts. 

Over the next few months, I will be out assessing the state of our core footpath network with the 
hope of securing some funding to repair and possibly create some new sections of path. 

This year we have had a couple of volunteer work parties visit Harris. They undertake much of 
the essential maintenance to the footpaths, plant trees and clean our beaches. Next year we 

hope to put on more volunteer days that will be open to everyone. If you are interested in          
volunteering with us please contact ranger@north-harris.org  

Daryll 

Above: Hushinish Consultation meeting in the new gateway  
Left: Scalpay meeting at the local community centre. 

  Above: Another big turn out for our weekly Eagle Walk from Bogha Glas.  
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