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Urgha Recycling Opening Hours 
The Community Recycling Centre is now operating on 

the winter timetable as follows:  
Monday - Closed. Tuesday-Friday 10:00-16:00 

Saturday 09:00-12:00 
For further information about the Recycling Centre 
you can call Steven at the Depot on 01859 502314 

Huisinis Gateway 
 

The last piece of the funding jigsaw has finally fitted into place. We have just received the good 
news from Highlands & Islands Enterprise that they have awarded us £80,000 towards the cost of 
redeveloping the toilets at Huisinis. We have already secured funding from Outer Hebrides 
LEADER and the local authority through its Community Capital Grants Fund. These awards along 
with the Trust’s own contribution now allow us to start the tendering process. We hope to be able to 
award a Design & Build contract at the start of January. Once the design work is done and the     
appropriate permissions are in place we should be able to break ground in the spring. 

Another 100 homes with green energy 
 
Back in July, Ross-shire Engineering handed the Bunavoneader hydro-electric scheme over. The 
main works were complete and the scheme entered a phase of close monitoring. Despite three 
weeks of unseasonably dry weather in October, all systems are now go, as we enter the rainy sea-
son. 
Nestling amongst the houses in Bunavoneader, you’ll see a new building, the size of a double     
garage, with a red roof. This is the turbine house located at the bottom of 250m of 630mm pipe. The 
pipe brings water form a new intake up the river behind the old dam.  
The scheme is now exporting electricity to the Harris 
grid. It is forecast to generate 371,000 units of elec-
tricity each year -enough to power over 100 homes. 
The crofter and the Bunavoneader-Meavaig North 
grazings committee will benefit directly from a share 
of the rent paid by the developer. The wider North 
Harris residents will benefit indirectly through the 
Trust’s share. The scheme is a good example of how 
the Trust aims to make best use of the 25,000ha 
North Harris estate for the benefit of the whole     
community. 
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2016 Mountain Festival 
This year’s mountain festival was dominated by one thing, the weather! For those who did brave the 
elements, the festival was a lot of fun! This year’s programme introduced mountain biking to the  
festival with a guided ride and a cross country race. The mountain bike race saw nine hardy people 
enter the gruelling 32km race. The eventual winner, Gavin Earons completed the course in 
2h41mins and was rewarded with a bottle of Harris Gin! We hope that this will be the start of an   
annual race at the festival. 
 
We teamed up with local businesses again this year to deliver a wider range of activities. Segway 
Hebrides ran the popular trips up Glen Meavaig while Scaladale Centre offered powerboat tours of 
Loch Seaforth. Darren Cole and Harris 365 Photography also ran a number of successful photogra-
phy workshops. A number of our walks during the week were affected by the poor weather however 
the Golden Eagle walk was a great success with plenty of good sightings.  
 
During the week we had a number of evening speakers in the Harris Hotel including Robin Reid – 
“Shiant Isles Seabird Recovery Project”, Sean Ziehm Stephen- “From Harris to the Himalayas” and 
James Ogilvie- “Summitting Everest” These evening events are always very interesting and proved 
popular this year with both visitors and locals alike. 
 
The raft race has been a firm fixture since the festival began in 2011. This year saw five teams take 
up the challenge with spectators being treated to some quality rafting (and cheating) with team 
Rafty McRaft Face crossing the finish line first. 
 
The North Harris Trust would like to say a huge thank you to our sponsors and to all those who 
helped out during the week. We greatly appreciate the support from all of the businesses,            
organisations and individuals involved. The dates for next year’s festival have been confirmed as 
9th-16th September 2017, please feel free to contact us on ranger@north-harris.org if you have 
any ideas for next year’s festival or comments on this year’s event.   
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New Trust Directors  
 

We have welcomed three new Directors to our Board in the last few months. Robert MacKinnon has 
been appointed as a new Director for Tarbert, Robert is our local postman and having been born 
and brought up in Tarbert he is very well placed to represent the area.  Lorna Wheeler has also 

joined the Board as a Scalpay Director, Lorna is a small business owner based in Scalpay. Donnie 
MacLeod joined the Board in the Summer time also as a Scalpay Director, Donnie lives in Scalpay 
and is a Chief Engineer on our local CalMac Ferry. We are delighted to welcome these three new 

members to our team.  

Gunnera Treatment 
 

We have stepped up our efforts in the   
battle against Gunnera this year with      

articles in the local paper and posters to 
raise awareness of the invasive species 
and how best to remove it. We have also 

been working closely with the South Harris 
Community Council to try and produce an 
accurate map showing the areas in which 
the plant is present. Thanks to funding as-
sistance from Scottish Natural Heritage we 

have been able to purchase spraying 
equipment and herbicide which is available 

for hire from the Urgha Depot for people 
who are willing to manage the plant on 
their own properties. This has proved 

popular with a number of people having 
used the equipment already. For further 
information on the removal of Gunnera 

please contact our Land Manager, Gordon 
Cumming, gordon@north-harris.org or call 

us on 01859 502222 

Eilean Glas Lighthouse 
 

Some readers may recall that in November 2014 the 
Trust agreed to look into submitting a Register of 

Community Interest in Land in the Eilean Glas Light-
house complex in Scalpay. In order to register this 

community interest a group needs to meet a strict set 
of conditions. To meet these conditions our Memo 
and Arts would have needed to be re-written and it 

became apparent that this was going to be a lengthy 
exercise that may compromise the current work of 
the Trust and so it was decided not to pursue this   

further.   
In the last year Comhairle nan Eilean Siar have com-

pleted surveys of the category A listed buildings in 
the Western Isles and as a result, at a recent meet-

ing of their Environment and Protective Services 
Committee it was agreed to begin official dialog with 
the owner of the Eilean Glas buildings as to the pros-

pect of action being taken by the Comhairle under 
the Planning (Listed Building and Conservation Ar-
eas) (Scotland) Act 1997. If three months pass with 

no improvement being made to the condition of these 
grade A listed buildings the council have the           

authority to take further action and  issue a repairs 
notice. We are pleased to see some prospect of    

improvement at the site after many years of decline.  
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Volunteering with North Harris Trust 
 

We are very fortunate here in North Harris with 
all the volunteer help we receive. In the last 6 
months we have had help from the John Muir 

Trust, Students from Glasgow University,     
locals and visitors alike. We are a relatively 
small team and without the help we receive 
from volunteers we would never be able to 

achieve all that we do. Whether it be helping 
with beach cleans, path maintenance, deer 

counts, fence building or Gunnera clearing, we 
would like to offer our heartfelt thanks to all.  

Former Scalpay Care Unit 
 

We were delighted to received £20,755 funding 
from the Scottish Land Fund in October towards 

our project at the Scalpay Care Unit to create two 
new affordable properties for rental. This award 
from the SLF is helping us purchase the building 

and pay for the relevant planning permissions 
and building warrant. We hope that the official 

sale will be completed in the coming weeks after 
which we will be submitting funding applications 
to LEADER and the Rural Housing Fund for the 

cost of the redevelopment of the building into two 
semi detached homes.  

The Scalpay Care Unit played an important role 
within the North Harris community for over 25 

years and so seeing the building brought back to 
life is a very exciting prospect. We will be         

updating our website regularly as this project    
progresses in the coming months so watch this 

space. 

Community Development Fund 
 

During our last financial year from Oct 15-Oct 16 £3900 was 
awarded to four different groups working in or for the benefit of 

North Harris. This brings the total awarded since the Fund  
began in 2005 to £81,580. 

To subscribe to receive Caraidean     
electronically, please email        

info@north-harris.org and we will include 
you on our mailing list. 

 
Please visit our Facebook page for regular  
updates, news and events: 
www.facebook.com/NorthHarrisTrust 

Scalpay Turbine 
 

The new Orenda Skye 51kW wind turbine is live and generating 
on Scalpay. The contractors have still to tidy up and secure the 
compound, but the turbine is now up and operational. The Trust 

doesn’t own the turbine, but will gain ground rent from the project 
and, along with the crofters, will benefit from the road              

improvements made during construction. 
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