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Urgha Recycling Opening Hours 
 

The Community Recycling Centre is now      
operating on the Summer timetable as follows:  
Monday - Closed. Tues-Sat 10:00-17:30 
For further information about the Recycling 
Centre you can call Steven at the Depot on 
01859 502314 or e-mail Urgha@north-

harris.org  
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Scalpay Bothy 
 

When the Isle of Scalpay was          
transferred to community ownership, the 
Trust acquired a stone building out at 
the  lighthouse. It sits overlooking the 
jetty and is next to the gate into the main 
lighthouse complex. The lighthouse is 
still owned and operated by The      

Northern Lighthouse Board (NLB). The 
accommodation blocks being owned by 

the Friends of Eilean Glas. 
 

Over the last few months the stone    
building, which we are calling Scalpay 
Bothy, has been cleared out and some 
interpretation panels installed. NLB have 
donated a panel illustrating the history of 
the lighthouse. The Whale and Dolphin 
Conservation (WDC) charity has also   
donated a panel to help identify species 
seen in the local waters. Scalpay Bothy 
is proving a popular stopping off point 
for walkers and a base for those         

involved in WDCôs Shorewatch scheme. 

Maraig Bench 
 

There are many picnic tables and benches throughout the islands that have been installed over 
the years, by various people. The local authority no longer maintains them and many are falling 
into disrepair. In North Harris, the Trust is the first destination for complaints. Without wanting to 
take on responsibility and the associated cost for all of them, we have started refurbishments at 
some of the more popular sites. The Rhenigedale and Laxdale lochs picnic areas have had the 
treatment. The picture above shows the Maraig viewpoint. This time weôve installed Larch 

boards to see if they will require less ongoing maintenance. 

Scalpay Bothy - Spring 18 
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New Homes at 7A&7B Creag Aonaich Scalpay  
 

The project to convert the former Care Unit in Scalpay into two homes was completed in early 
March 2018, this was a little later than we had initially anticipated but we are very happy with the 
completed homes. Applications for the new houses were opened in January and after consideration 
of those received the tenancy of the 3 bedroom property was awarded to Catherine Ann Morrison & 
Duncan MacLeod and their two young boys Donnie and Uilleam. Catherine Ann has lived in 
Scalpay all her life and Duncan is from the Bays of Harris. Previously they had lived in a two-

bedroom local authority property on Scalpay which they had outgrown as a family. The tenancy of 
the 2 bedroom property was awarded Bobby and Cristina Nistor along with their daughter Sofi.  
Bobby and Cristina came to Harris first in 2014 from Romania for seasonal hotel work. They fell in 
love with the Island and made the commitment to move here permanently and make Scalpay their 
home. They had also outgrown the local authority bungalow they were in. We are delighted that this 
project has allowed two young families to remain living in Scalpay in homes which suit their needs . 
As well as this, the homes will provide us at the Trust with an additional income stream which is  
welcome as we continue to diversify as an organisation and aim to meet the aspirations of the local    
community. Without the assistance of the Scottish Land Fund, Outer Hebrides LEADER and The 
Rural Housing Fund this project would not have been possible and so we would like to take this   

opportunity to thank them for all their help throughout this project.  
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