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10th Anniversary Celebrations
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Summer Opening Times 
for the Recycling Centre
The Community Recycling Centre at Urgha is now operating on 
the Summer timetable, as follows:  

Monday: Closed  
Tue-Sat: 10.00am to 5.30pm  
  

For further information about the Recycling Centre you can call 
Steven at the depot on 01859 502314 

Electronic Newsletter
To subscribe to receive Caraidean electronically, please email 
the Trust at admin@north-harris.org and we will include you on 
our mailing list. 
Please visit our new Facebook page for regular 
updates, news and events:   
www.facebook.com/NorthHarrisTrust

The North Harris Trust  
Tigh an Urrais, Tarbert, Isle of Harris, HS3 3DB  
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To celebrate 10 years of community ownership in North Harris a 
weekend of celebrations was held, beginning on 26th April with 
a concert in the Tarbert Community Centre. Manran, one of the 
hottest new bands in the Highlands took centre stage supported 
by local Lewis band “Face the West”. 

The concert proved very popular with both locals and visitors 
alike. Both bands put on a brilliant show and after some initial 
“shyness” from the audience the community centre was soon 
bouncing. We estimate that over 220 people attended the 
concert and feedback has all been very positive. 
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The following day Matt, our Ranger, led a guided walk from 
Amhuinnsuidhe to Huisinish. The walk had a high turnout and 
the weather remained favourable for the most part. Around 30 
people took part in the walk some of whom had danced the 
previous night away at our concert. The walk was a great sucess 
and enjoyed by all who attended.

The Amhuinnsuide Castle Estate joined in on celebrations by 
offering guided tours of the Castle on Saturday 27th April.  
This provided a rare opportunity to see inside the building which 
has had such a prominent role in the history of North Harris.

The challenge now is to decide how we should celebrate our 
anniversary next year.
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John Muir Trust  
and Voluntering  
with the Trust
In late May we hosted our first John Muir Trust work party 
of the year.  This visit, the fifteen-strong team of volunteers 
spent one day digging up a load of Gunnera (giant rhubarb) 
at Urgha, and the rest of their time carrying out footpath 
maintenance on the Urgha-Marig path and the Rhenigidale 
path.  They worked on around 5.5km of path, digging out a 
kilometre of ditching and repairing blocked and collapsed 
culverts. Once again, we’d like to extend a big thank-you to 
all of the JMT volunteers for their efforts. 

If you’re interested in volunteering with the North Harris Trust 
through the summer, particularly to assist us with our Gunnera 
eradication programme, get in touch with Matt by emailing 
ranger@north-harris.org or calling the office.

Huisinis Lottery 
Award

Despite being rejected at first, our application to the Investing 
in Ideas fund has finally been successful. We have been 
awarded just under £5000 to carry out a feasibility study 
into the redevelopment of the public toilets. We hope to bring 
in an Architect to meet with various people to capture all the 
current local issues, and get ideas for the design. The outcome 
will be a report with a proposed design and indicative costing 
for the redevelopment.

Recycling Revisions 
At the start of May we moved to our Summer hours, which 
extend opening to 5:30 in the evening. Without any notice, 
all the bottle banks in Harris were recalled by the council. We 
spent a month fielding calls and collecting bottles and cans in 
domestic wheelie bins – up to 20 at one point. The large skips 
have now returned following some refurbishment. We now 
have a separate glass bank, which for the first time segregates 
coloured glass. The original skip now has extra room for plastic 
and cans, as well as accepting paper. Steven can now return to 
making garden planters, and lamb shelters from fish floats.
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SES Enterprise Day
March saw the third S3 Enterprise Day at Sir E Scott School. 
We run this full-day event to open the eyes of the pupils to what 
opportunities there are around them in Harris. In the morning 
we took them out to the Eagle Observatory to learn a bit about 
Land Management, and Nature-based Tourism. 

After this the group made their way to the Recycling Site, to find 
out about a Social Enterprise. This year we made the pupils 
dress up, and act out a role play. After all this activity, and 
lunch, the afternoon was spent in the hotel. First three local 
business people came to talk. Harbour Cafe (Scalpay), Harris 
Tweed Hebrides and Meavaig Hatchery gave up their time to 
explain what they did and how/why their business succeeds in 
Harris. Lastly, the pupils were split into teams to develop their 
own business idea – which was presented back to a panel of 
“dragons”.

Once again, this was an enjoyable event for us all. The 
feedback from the pupils was good and  we look forward to 
doing it all again next year.

Crofting Connections
Once again we’ve been working with the S1 pupils at Sir E 
Scott School to deliver the Crofting Connections programme. 
The pupils have been growing radishes, beans, peas, 
broccoli, lettuces, beetroots, courgettes and potatoes at 
the polytunnels in East Tarbert.  Now that the weather has 
warmed up, everything is growing very fast, and the pupils 
have been kept busy with weeding!

Scalpay Update
Since the last edition of our newsletter we have balloted our 
members as to their opinions on the Scalpay merger. The 
transfer is now in progress and the legal proceedings are well 
underway between Anderson Macarthur and the solicitors 
of the current owner, Fred Taylor. In recent weeks staff have 
been working on an application to the Scottish Land Fund to 
supply a possible dedicated Scalpay Developement Officer 
for18 months. Scalpay residents are currently eigible to apply 
for provisional memebership with the Trust which will become 
valid once the merger is complete. Along with membership 
applications, director nominations forms were also made 
available. The three Directors nominated  by the community are 
Donald John Cunningham, Struan Cottage, Kenny MacLeod, 
31 Outend and Sheila Roderick, 37 Outend.

Staffing
Our Community Engagement Officer, Chrissie Gillies who was 
employed through Highlands and Islands Enterprise Graduate 
Placement Scheme completed her year long contract with us at 
the end of April. We would like to thank Chrissie for her work 
and all that she contibuted to the Trust during her time with us. The 
OHMEET Scheme that employed our Admin Assistant Karen for 
the last year also came to an end in April. The Trust have decided 
to extend Karen’s contract by another 3 months.

2014 Calendar
We are currently in the  process of producing a North 
Harris Trust calendar for 2014. The calendar will contain 
photographs from renowned nature photographer Laurie 
Campbell and local photographer Gordon MacDonald. We 
hope that the calendar will be available to buy early next 
month from a number of local outlets and we will update our 
website and facebook page accordingly.

Community 
Development Fund
The community development fund group met recently to consider 
a number of applications received. Awards amounting £2700 
were made to Harris in Bloom, Feis Eilean na Hearadh and 
Harris Football Club.

Walks Booklets
The 2013 programme of Ranger Service Guided Walks is 
now well underway.  As well as all the regular walks, there 
are a couple of changes to the programme this year. Firstly, 
the “Golden Eagle Walk” at Bogha Glas is now being 
run in partnership with RSPB Scotland as a weekly event, 
every Wednesday right through until September. So far 
this walk has been massively popular, with over 20 people 
coming to every walk over the past month, with numerous 
eagle sightings each time we’re out there. Secondly, we’ve 
introduced an “Ardvourlie Woodland Walk” – a short walk 
around the new native woodland at Ardvourlie, talking 
about woodland ecology and history on the Western Isles, 
with tips on tree identification.  

The full programme also includes HDL and RSPB walks, and can 
be downloaded from our website, or you can pick up the leaflet 
from the NHT office.

Office Tenants  
Move Out
When the Old Hostel in West Tarbert, the previous home of the 
North Harris Trust was demolished in late 2011, two remaining 
tenants Western Isles Community Care Forum and Harris 
Voluntary Service moved into Tigh an Urrais until their new offices 
in the Old Primary School building were refurbished. In January 
these offices were completed and after 18 months with us here in 
the office both organisations moved into their new homes.


