
Community Land Scotland 

in partnership with North Harris Trust, West Harris Trust, and 

representatives of communities in Loch Seaforth, Scalpay and Galson 

 

Oral History Project 

Recording and archiving our community land ownership memories 

 

Recruitment of Volunteers 

We are seeking locally resident volunteers who are interested in being trained to carry out 

oral history audio and video recording. Successful applicants will be asked to attend 2 

training days in Jan and Feb, and to each carry out a minimum of 2 oral history interviews, 

Feb – April 2017. Your work will feature in a summer exhibition in Harris and on the 

Community Land Scotland website. All materials will be archived for future use. Work in 

Harris will be overseen and guided by a small Working Group, whose membership is drawn 

from the 4 participating communities. Training and project support is provided by Dr Issie 

MacPhail (pictured), from Assynt, of UHI Rural Health & Wellbeing - perhaps better known 

for her involvement in community land action since the 1990s. Places are limited – please 

do make haste to apply! DEADLINE for Applications: Fri 9th December 2016 

To Apply 

Please complete the (very simple & short!!) application form and submit by email or post : 
Download application forms from www.communitylandscotland.org.uk 

or obtain printed application forms from the North Harris or West Harris Trust Offices 
Further information from Issie.MacPhail@uhi.ac.uk 

 



Community Land Scotland 

in partnership with North Harris Trust, West Harris Trust, and 

representatives of communities in Loch Seaforth, Scalpay and Galson 

 

Who are we and what are we doing? 

Community Land Scotland (CLS) is the representative body for Scotland's community landowners. It has 67 
members. Scotland has the most concentrated land ownership in the developed world with fewer than 500 
people owning half of Scotland's land, but that pattern is changing as more and more communities buy the land 
on which they live and work. Although one or two instances of community ownership (notably the Stornoway 
Trust Estate in Lewis) are around 100 years old, the current community landownership movement dates from 
the 1990s when the Assynt Crofters Trust and a number of pioneering groups such as the Eigg Heritage Trust 
succeeded in buying the land where they lived. Today, communities own over 540,000 acres, three times that in 
possession of the National Trust for Scotland. This is set to expand further with the Scottish Government setting 
a target of one million acres in community landownership by 2020; legislative measures such as the Scottish 
Parliament's Land Reform Bill 2016 and the creation of the £10million Scottish Land Fund, managed by the Big 
Lottery. The emergence and spread of community ownership in contemporary Scotland is an important element 
of our modern history. Community landownership is always driven, at grassroots level, by committed and highly 
motivated individuals looking to secure the betterment - by way of job creation, provision of affordable housing 
and such - of the places where they live. There is no comprehensive record of what has been accomplished by 
the many hundreds of people who, collectively, made and shaped the community landownership movement. 
CLS aspires to create such a record. 

Starting in Harris 

Working in partnership with our member organisations, local history groups, UHI Centre for History, UHI Rural 
Health & Wellbeing, Tasglann Nan Eilean Siar and The Highland Archive, we would like to create a community 
landownership archive collection. This work in Harris is our first step. In this work we aim to train and support 4 
– 8 local people in collecting oral histories, identify key people to interview in Harris, get a sense of the extent of 
materials available locally, and in the HIE archives, provide an exhibition of the materials gathered and consider 
what steps we might need to take in order to undertake this kind of work with all the community landowners in 
Scotland. Dr Issie MacPhail, UHI Health & Wellbeing, is charged with providing the oral history training, 
supporting the trainees and guiding delivery of the summer exhibition. 

The Harris Working Group 

The local work is being guided and overseen by representatives from the four community land purchases which 

have taken place in Harris namely Mr Bulmer’s North Harris Estate, West Harris, the Loch Seaforth Estate, and 

the Isle of Scalpay. Similar work is being carried out in Galson Estate and a representative from Urras 

Oighreachd Ghabhsainn will also join the Group. 

The Project Advisory Group 

In order to consider what sort of projects and future funding applications might be indicated by what we learn in 

Harris, the Advisory Group, whose work secured monies from Heritage Lottery for the Harris Project, will liaise 

closely with The Harris Working Group. The Advisory Group is led by Emeritus Professor James Hunter, who is 

assisted by Linsay Chalmers (CLS); Issie MacPhail (UHI), Neville Kirk (historian) and representatives of the 

CLS Board and UHI.  

Getting Involved; If you have memories, photos or documents of interest, or other sorts of help to offer, please 

contact:  David Cameron, tel: 01859 502063; email: dccommunityland@btinternet.com



 

 

 


